
12:00-12:20 Welcome &   Committee B usiness 
Amy  Kreps, ETTAC  Designated Federal  Officer  
Bill Decker, ETTAC  Chair 

12:20-1:00 Presentation of  ETTAC Recs to the Deputy  Secretary  
 Opening Remarks  from  the  Deputy  Secretary  of  Commerce 
 Trade  Policy  and Trade  Negotiations Subcommittee Presentation 
 Trade P romotion and Export  Market  Development  Subcommittee  Presentation 
 Cooperation o n Standards, Certifications, and  Regulations Subcommittee Presentation 
 Closing  Remarks  from  the  Deputy  Secretary  of  Commerce 

1:00-2:00 ETTAC – ETWG  Joint  Discussion about  ETTAC Recs 
Nazak Nikakhtar, Assistant  Secretary  for  Industry  &  Analysis, ITA 
Chad McIntosh,  Assistant  Administrator for  International and Tribal  Affairs,  U.S.  EPA 

2:00-2:30 Discussion of  ETTAC 2018-2020 Charter  Survey  Results 
Amy  Kreps,  ETTAC  Designated  Federal  Officer 

2:30-2:45 Discussion of  Committee  Administration and Re-Chartering Process 
Amy  Kreps, ETTAC  Designated Federal  Officer 

2:45-3:00 Public  Comment  & Adjourn 
Amy  Kreps, ETTAC  Designated Federal  Officer 
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 Overview 
 Focused on key issues of U.S. competitiveness 
 Established priorities to: 

▪ Address Administration’s goals on fair trade 
▪ Enhance U.S. ability to compete against foreign competitors 

 Priorities 
 Bilateral Trade Agreements 

▪ U.S.-Japan 
▪ U.S.-UK 
▪ U.S.-EU 

 USMCA 
 G7 Environmental Agenda 
 OECD End-of-Life Plastics 
 Trade and Tariffs 

▪ 232 and 301 
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COMMON THEMES IN FTA MARKETS: UK, EU, JAPAN 

Trade in Goods 
Secure comprehensive market access and remove tariff / non-tariff barriers 

Customs and Trade Facilitation 
Increase transparency 

Regulatory Practices 
Increase regulatory cooperation and compatibility, where possible 

Environment 
Establish strong and enforceable environmental obligations to protections 
afforded in environmental laws 

Global Standards 
Harmonize standards and certification 
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 JAPAN FTA 
 Amend public comment
procedure to provide 
meaningful opportunity for
comment and submission 
of relevant data 

 Use evidence-based cost 
benefit analysis or
stakeholder engagement
for development of
regulatory procedures such 
as U.S. EPA TSCA 

 Eliminate 3-5.7% tariffs on 
U.S. recyclable 
commodities including high 
value metals and 
recovered paper 
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 EU FTA 
 Align to US mobile emissions
standards for Tier 3 gas and EU for
particulate 

 Empower U.S. & EU Agencies to take 
up Regulatory cooperation projects
(e.g., data sharing and risk
assessment between EPA and ECHA) 

 Create incentives to boost and 
promote resource efficiency through 
trade 

 Adhere to WTO Agreement on 
Government Procurement to enable 
greater access to public tenders by
U.S.-based companies 
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 UK FTA 
 Require the UK to adopt and 
maintain measures implementing 
obligations under select 
Multilateral Environmental 
Agreements (MEAs) 

 Promote cooperation with the UK 
to prevent duty evasion and 
combat customs offenses 

 Reduce regulatory burden and 
support dialogue to promote 
common efforts on science and 
risk-based regulations 
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 USMCA 
 Successful Negotiation 

▪ Do No Harm 
▪ Environmental Chapter 
▪ Standards 

 Implementation 
▪ We stand ready to provide 
advice 

▪ Critical Issues: 
▪ Standards 
▪ Enforcement 
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 OECD And End-of-Life Plastics 
 Oppose OECD Automatic Adoption Basel amendments 
to ensure open trade that helps address marine litter 
▪ Support keeping current OECD Council Decision Appendix 3 
listing for plastics 

 Accept OECD Council Appendix 4 listing for certain 
hazardous plastics to be controlled 

 Work with OECD members to support modern waste 
management infrastructure and systems around the 
world 
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 G7 Environmental Agenda 
 Increase Environmental Goods and Services Trade 

▪ Lower Tariffs and Non-Tariff Barriers 
▪ Mobilize Sustainable Financing 

 Waste Management 
▪ Create robust infrastructure in countries with insufficient 
capability 

 Promote Best Practices 
▪ Continue promoting best practices with active participation of 
business and other stakeholders 

▪ Recognize the role of G7 Alliance on Resource Efficiency and 
the G20 Resource Efficiency Dialogue 
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 Section 232 Tariffs 
 Adopt a targeted and tough approach to trade 
enforcement 

 Set new, more effective trade rules on subsidies and 
state-owned enterprises 

 End China’s trade-distorting practices that drive its
structural overcapacity 

 Continue to improve exemption process 
▪ Better tracking and analysis 
▪ Ensure requests for and objections to exemptions accurately
reflect the petitioners and responders capacity, capability, and 
quality requirements 
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2018-20 CHARTER SUMMARY 

AGENDA: 
• Subcommittee Representatives 
• Non-Letter Writing Initiatives 
• Recommendation Letters Submitted 
• Question and Answer 





 

 
  

   
    
    
  
 

 

 Environmental Toolkit 
 Enhancement Recommendations 
 Testing and Troubleshooting 

 Commercial Services 
 Recommendations on Event Architecture 
and Services 

 In Person ETTAC Meetings 
 Commercial Services, World Bank, Office 
of Standards, ITA-Manufacturing, EPA,
Office of Industry Engagement, Tribal
Affairs, Council on Environmental Quality,
Bureau of Oceans, Advocacy Center 

 Customer Relationship Management 
(CRM) 
 Raised Issue Awareness 
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 Objectives: 
 Provide near-term solutions to improve the competitiveness of U.S.
environmental companies in global procurement 

 Engage the interagency community and in-country experts 
 Requests Made: 
 To convene a technical exchange that would include: 

▪ World bank and multilateral bank leaders 
▪ CEOs from the U.S. environmental sector 
▪ U.S. Government procurement experts 

 Topics for discussion to include: 
▪ Reducing transaction costs 
▪ Increase involvement of U.S. companies 

 Next Steps: 
 Establish a sub-working group focused on each environmental
category (air, water, soil) to coordinate and improve U.S. export
financing 



   

 
 

 
  

  
 

 

 Objectives: 
 To increase U.S. participation in global environmental procurement 
 To give U.S. companies a better understanding of the global procurement 
process 

 Requests Made: 
 To convene an executive-level roundtable discussion that would include: 

▪ U.S. companies 
▪ Associations 
▪ Representatives from the World Bank and other institutions 
▪ Relevant USG agencies 

 Topics for discussion to include: 
▪ Promoting greater transparency about contract award process 
▪ Establishing improved communications channel 
▪ Reducing project transaction costs for U.S. environmental solution providers 
▪ Desirability of accelerated access to upcoming tenders 

 Next Step 
 Possible roundtable under future charter in conjunction with a 2020-2022 
ETTAC meeting. 
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 Absolute Resource Associates 
 Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. 
 ASTM International 
 Coca-Cola Company 
 Environment One Corporation 
 Institute of Clean Air Companies (ICAC) 
 Manufacturers of Emission Controls Association (MECA) 
 Montrose Environmental Services 
 Resin Tech, Inc. 
 Warren & Baerg Manufacturing, Inc. 
 Water Quality Association (WQA) 



  

 

Identify Market Barriers Related to Standards and 
Certification 

 U.S. Environmental Technologies and Services 
 Air 
 Water 
 Waste 
 Recycling 

 Survey Identified U.S. Exporters At Disadvantage 
 Mexico 
 Europe 
 China 



Market Barriers Related to Standards and 
Certification 

 Foreign Standards and Certification Requirements 
 Duplicative 
 Cumbersome 
 Expensive 



 

 

 
  

   

Key Recommendation Areas: 

Education 
Educate international markets and consumers of U.S. standards and 
certification procedures. 

Promotion 
Promote international adoption of U.S. standards and certification 
methodologies in countries still developing standards. 

Reciprocation 
Develop reciprocity or recognition of U.S. procedures in countries with 
existing standards and certification. 



    
 

   
   

   

 

   

TRADE BARRIER 

 EU TUV and other similar standards require 
two separate tests 

 Requirement to fly international personnel 
to U.S. to review manufacturing processes 
and audit assessments 

 Requirement to ship equipment overseas 

RECOMMENDATION 

 Alternative U.S. based technology 
verification testing process 

 Independent U.S. based assessments 

 Allow systems to stay in U.S. for testing 



    
    

      
   

TRADE BARRIER RECOMMENDATION 

 U.S. manufacturers required to obtain letter  U.S. Department of Commerce provide 
of free sale in order to export to certain letter of free sale to help with 
countries certification to export 

 Not all manufacturers can obtain this at 
state level or through trade associations 
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